ENUGULA VEERASWAMY'S JOURNAL                                 31
24fA July, 1830
Starting at 6 o'clock on the morning of 24th Saturday and covering a
distance of 10 miles I entered the village of Mallupeta at 10 hours. The path
is through extensive clayey terrain. Very deep streams, tanks and ponds
had to be crossed on the way to this place. This village is urbanised ;
provisions are available here to travellers. As I could not get accommodation
here, I had three tents put up for rny use near the village chavadi. I noticed
that the villages are not strongly fortified here after leaving Hyderabad.
In some places I have noticed only one buruzu of the fort. There is a ruined
fort here at Mallupeta. The facility of water is available and there is a tank.
I halted here this night.
25th July, 1830
Starting at 7 o'clock on the 25th early morning and covering a distance
of 10 miles I reached Eeedalavayi village at 11 hours. This village is a part of
the estate of Gheeli Zamindar. There is a temple here and though this temple
has not been constructed well, worship here is being performed satisfactorily
with the required rituals according to southern traditions. There is a
brahmin agraharam around the temple comprising of thirty habitations.
This place appears to be a miracle, like a lotus out of a chafing dish in the
centre of the muslim raj. I have seen worship being performed following
right-royal rituals only in. this temple after leaving Tirupati. My enquiries
have also confirmed this. This is an ordinary urbanised village, where all
provisions are available. The Lord in the temple here is being worshipped
spendidly ; and it is no wonder that Lord's grace is showered in a visible
manner as if the Lord is on talking terms with the Zamindar and his family.
There is a thick forest going by the name of Eeedalagandi at a distance
of 2 miles from Mallupeta. The path here is through two small hillocks;
the path is very rocky. The land here is composed of black clays. There
is also fear of robbers on the way. Even Englishmen on this path have been
beaten up and robbed at Eeedalagandi. I had arranged for an armed escort
for me from Mallupeta, in addition to preparing my men for a fight if necessary.
I crossed the Gandi here which is called Eeedalghat, Several streams have
also to be crossed on the way. Two swift and deep streams have to be crossed
at Eeedalavayi during the rainy season. I lost my tent pegs while crossing
the streams here. Guns are very necessary in such areas, and I had already
acquired two guns at Cuddapah. I had also arranged that firemen appointed
by me at Hyderabad would be carrying guns with them as my escort. We
crossed the Gandi here by firing into the open land at intervals here and there.
The path was on black clays from Mallupeta to Eeedalaghat ; it was rocky
after crossing Eeedalghat. There are thick forests and hillocks also here.
The officer here on behalf of Gheeli Zamindar is a Patel who is also mcharge
of temples here. I arranged for the worship of the Lord and the food offerings
made to the Lord. Chakkim Pongal and Chitrannam were enough to feed the
town once. This was arranged through the good offices of the PateL